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Aims of the course:  

1. To enable participants to develop their understanding of human rights and citizenship 
education. 

2. To enable participants to examine the theory and research underpinning human rights 
and citizenship education and to facilitate them in applying that theoretical and research-
based body of knowledge to their practice, research and policy development. 

3. To promote the development of post-graduate research in human rights and citizenship 
education in an Irish context.    

 

 

Objectives of the course:  

1. To develop critical understanding of the underpinning principles of citizenship and human 
rights education in local and global contexts 

2. To explore the theoretical and conceptual framework pertaining to citizenship and human 
rights education 

3. To explore contemporary educational and political challenges in diverse contexts, local 
and global 

4. To apply principles of human rights and citizenship education to policy, practice and 
pedagogy in a range of educational settings 

5. To engage critically with and contribute to national and international research in human 
rights education, citizenship education and related areas 

6. To examine and develop research approaches and methodologies that are informed by 
human rights principles 

7. To enable the participants to engage in research in human rights and citizenship 
education and to develop the research base of these areas of education in an Irish 
context. 

8. To enable the participants to explore and develop leadership styles that are informed by 
human rights and citizenship-based approaches. 

 



Taught Module Descriptors  

 

Module One: Understanding the conceptual and theoretical bases of citizenship and 
human rights education 

Module Aims: 

 

• Critical understanding of the relationships between citizenship, human rights and 
education in local and global contexts.  

• Explore the theoretical and conceptual frameworks and research methodologies 
pertaining to citizenship and human rights education. 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of the impact of international standards in human 
rights in national and global contexts 

Learning Outcomes: 

 

Participants will be able to: 

1. Articulate the rationales for human rights and citizenship education from personal and 
societal perspectives 

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the basis for human rights practice in international and 
national law 

3. Recognise and discuss the implications of different models of citizenship 

4. Critically address the relationship between human rights and citizenship 

5. Critique research methodologies within citizenship and human rights research 

6. Critique the implementation of international law on the right to education in national and 
global contexts 

7. Critique the impact of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in national and global 
contexts 

Module Content 

 

• Human rights and citizenship education – personal and wider perspectives 

• Human rights and international law 

• Historical development and conceptual underpinnings of human rights 

• Concepts of citizenship 

• Citizenship and human rights 

• Emancipatory and democratic research approaches  

• Case study: the Right to Education  

• Case study: the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Time:   

20 hours (lectures and seminars) 

Assessment 

Essay (5,000 words) 



Module Two:   

Challenges and Contexts 

Module Aims:  

 

• Explore contemporary educational and political challenges in diverse contexts, local and 
global 

• To examine the implications of ethnic, religious, gender, sexuality, disability and class 
based diversity for citizenship and education 

• To explore the potential of human rights to inform citizenship and engage with issues of 
diversity 

• To examine national and international policy and practice in conflict resolution 

• To examine national and international policy and practice on participation and 
sustainability 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

 

Participants will be able to: 

1. Discuss the implications of diversity (ethnic, religious, gender, sexuality, disability, social 
class) for citizenship and education 

2. Evaluate the potential of human rights to inform policy and practice in relation to diversity 

3. Critique national and international policy and practice in conflict resolution 

4. Critique national and international policy and practice in participation 

5. Critique national and international policy and practice on sustainability 

 

Module Content:  

 

• Identifying the issues: human rights education, citizenship education and the challenge 
of diversity 

• Diversity: Ethnic and religious 

• Diversity: Gender and sexuality 

• Diversity: Disability and special needs 

• Diversity: Cross-cutting issues: Class and community  

• Case study: National and international policy and practice: conflict resolution 

• Case study: National and international policy and practice: the ideas of participation and 
sustainability 

Time:   

20 hours (lectures and seminars) 

Assessment 

Essay (5,000 words) 



Module Three:  

From Policy to Practice 

Module Aims:  

 

• Application of the principles of human rights and citizenship education to policy, 
practice and pedagogy in a range of educational settings 

• Understanding how human rights and citizenship education inform curriculum and 
whole school planning 

• Developing expertise in pedagogical strategies and approaches associated with human 
rights and citizenship education 

• Exploring the relationship between school and community in the light of human rights 
and citizenship education 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

 

Participants will be able to: 

1. Translate the principles, values and content of human rights and citizenship education 
into models of curriculum planning at whole school and classroom level 

2. Develop and resource a wide range of pedagogical strategies and approaches in 
human rights and citizenship education in a cross-curricular context  

3. Demonstrate understanding of the potential of informal educational settings for the 
development of rights-based approaches and participatory citizenship 

 

Module Content: 

 

This module will be seminar and workshop based with a high level of participative and 
practical activities in curriculum planning and pedagogy. The role of technology will be 
addressed as an integrated theme. The following themes will be addressed through the 
workshops: 

• Child citizenship and participation in school and community, local and global. 

• Education for sustainable development in a curricular and whole school context 

• Conflict resolution strategies in classroom and whole school practice 

• Teaching for global justice: integrating development education into the curriculum 

• Developing whole school practice: curriculum planning and models of leadership 

Time:   

20 hours (lectures and seminars) 

This module will take the form of a summer course of one week’s duration. 

Assessment: 

Essay / project (5,000 words) 
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