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Liam Ó Muirthile

We welcome to the College Liam Ó Muirthile, who has been appointed as Writer in Residence 2010-2011. Liam Ó Muirthile is one of the foremost contemporary Irish-language poets and prose writers. Born in Cork in 1950, he was educated in University College Cork, where he graduated with a degree in Irish and French. Alongside poets Michael Davitt, Gabriel Rosenstock and Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill, he was a central figure in the Irish-language literary movement to develop around the poetry magazine Innti. 

Liam moved to Dublin in 1972, where he worked as a journalist with the RTÉ news team from 1973 until 1996 and wrote the weekly Irish-language column ‘An Peann Coitianta’ in The Irish Times from 1989 to 2003. His work has met with widespread critical acclaim and he has been the recipient of many literary awards, including Duais an Ríordánaigh (the major Oireachtas poetry award) and the Irish-American Cultural Institute’s Literary Award for his first collection Tine Chnámh in 1984; the Butler Award in 1996 for his novel Ar Bhruach na Laoi; and Gradam Chló Iar-Chonnacht 2000 and the Arts Council Prize 2001 for his poetry collection Walking Time agus Dánta Eile (Cló Iar-Chonnacht 2000). 

Amharclann de hÍde produced his play Tine Chnámh in the Project Theatre in Dublin in 1993. His play Fear an Tae was produced in Andrew’s Lane Theatre in 1995 and Liodán na hAbhann was staged in the Crypt Theatre in Dublin Castle in 2000. Liam spent a period as Writer in Residence in the Centre Culturel Irlandais in Paris in 2004, and he was Writer in Residence in the primary schools of the Muskerry Gaeltacht in West Cork in 2006 and 2008. His work with the school children culminated in the publication of the joint poetry collection Dánta Déanta in 2006. 

He is a fulltime writer and member of Aosdána. His latest publication is the novel Sceon na Mara (Cois Life 2010).   

