St Patrick’s College, Drumcondra, Dublin 9

(A College of Dublin City University)
Department of GEOGRAPHY

Information relating to post of ASSISTANT LECTURER/LECTURER IN GEOGRAPHY

The College
St Patrick’s College is one of the major Colleges of Education in Ireland. It was established in 1875 as a Catholic teacher training College. The College offers a range of Education and Humanities programmes including B.Ed., B.A., Graduate Diploma, M.Ed., M.A., PhD and a Doctorate in Education. 

Since 1993, the College has been a College of Dublin City University and all courses are accredited by the University. The number of Staff and Students has increased substantially in recent years. At present, the number of students is over 2,400 and the number of full time academic staff is approximately 120. In addition to the main buildings, the campus also houses student residences, the Educational Research Centre, the Drumcondra Education Centre for teachers, the Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education and a crèche.

The Department

The Geography Department in St. Patrick’s College teaches to degree level in the B.A. and B. Ed. It also offers M.A. and Ph.D. Degrees by research. Currently there are approximately four hundred and fifty undergraduate students studying Geography in St. Patrick’s College.

The Department consists of six full – time, permanent academic staff.

The teaching and research interests of these staff include the following areas of Geography: Cultural, Urban and planning, Historical, Geopolitics, Resources and environment, Development studies, the Hazardous Earth, Humanitarian Aid and Assistance, Europe, Living in cities, Population and migration studies, The Making of the Irish landscape, Tourism and heritage studies, Economic globalisation, Rural geography and sustainability, Mediterranean and Middle-East, Geomorphology, Water resources and the teaching of Geography in primary schools. Courses are also provided on cartography, computer applications and general research methods. All of the members of the Department also participate in the provision of field studies for students.

Duties associated with the post:

It is desirable that the successful candidate will have a strong background in the interaction of the human and physical aspects of Geography with expertise in, and the ability to teach courses in a number of the following: 

· Development Geography

· Weather and climate

· Geography of a major world region

Candidates should have a good post-graduate qualification, preferably a doctorate, relevant teaching experience and a proven interest in research.

The ability to develop and teach practical aspects of the discipline is highly desirable
The above list of specialisms does not preclude other areas of expertise on the part of the applicants, taking into account what is already being taught by permanent departmental staff.

The successful candidate will be expected to: 

· Contribute to the active development and promotion of Geography as a value-based and activity-centred discipline in collaboration with the other members of the Department 

· Organise and conduct tutorials

· Supervise projects and dissertations at undergraduate and        

postgraduate levels

· Set and correct undergraduate and postgraduate essays and examinations

· Organise and participate in field courses

· Assist with examining and administrative duties as may be directed from time to time by the Head of Department

· Engage actively in research and publication

· Participate in the general educational work of the College.

Summary of courses offered within the Geography Department in recent years

First Year Courses

· Introduction to Physical Geography 

· Introduction to Human Geography 

· Cartography  

· Computer Applications in Geography  

· Fieldwork 

Second Year Courses

· Economic Globalisation

· Population and Migration Studies

· Geographical Research Methods 

· Rural Geography and Sustainability 

· Sub-Saharan Africa 

· Urban Studies 

· Selling Place - Heritage and Tourism Geography

· The Making of the Irish Landscape 

· Europe and the European Union

· Fieldwork

· Irish Society, Space and Inequality 

Third Year Courses

· Third World Development 

· Living in Cities

· Mediterranean, Middle East and North Africa 

· Historical Geography 

· Development of the City

· Water Resources of Ireland 

· Geopolitics 

· Humanitarian Aid and Assistance 

· Human-Environment Relations

· Research Project 

· Regional Development

· Fieldwork 

· Suburban Geographies

· Techniques for Studying the Environment 

· Landscape, Heritage and Identity 

· The Long Story of Globalisation

Geography Dept website: http://www.spd.dcu.ie/main/academic/geography/index.shtml
