St Patrick’s College, Drumcondra, Dublin 9

(A College of Dublin City University)
Department of HISTORY
Information relating to post of:

Post Doctoral Researcher  - IRCHSS Funded, One-year contract

The College

St Patrick’s College is one of two major Colleges of Education in Ireland.  It was established in 1875 as a Catholic teacher training College.  The College offers a range of Education and Humanities programmes including B.Ed., B.A., Graduate Diploma, M.Ed., M.A. and Ph.D.  

Since 1993, the College has been a College of Dublin City University and all courses are accredited by the University.    The relevant departments within the College and the University comprise the Joint Faculty of Humanities and the Joint Faculty of Education.   The number of Staff and Students has increased substantially in recent years.  At present, the number of students is approximately 2,500.  

In addition to the main buildings, the campus also houses student residences, the country’s only Educational Research Centre, an Education Centre for teachers and a creche.  

The Department

The History Department is a small, energetic department with a fine record in teaching, administration and research.  There are currently six full-time members of the department, two post-doctoral fellows, and a number of part-time tutors. 

The Department offers a range of courses in Irish, European, American and World history for B.Ed. and B.A. students and a taught Master of Arts programme. The supervision of research masters and doctoral theses is also provided. 

Research is a key feature of the Department’s contribution to the creation and dissemination of knowledge. All current members of the Department are, and are expected to be, research active.  Involvement in the work of professional societies is also encouraged.

The Position:

As a result of IRCHSS funding there is an opening in the History Department for a one year contract position as a Post-Doctoral Researcher to work on the preparation for publication of the correspondence of Cardinal Paul Cullen (1803-78). 

The Correspondence of Paul Cullen project seeks to gather and publish the correspondence of this colossus of Irish religious, social, and political life; a vast and largely untapped collection which provides a critical insight into the formation of the beliefs and values of modern Ireland.  

The project will bring together correspondence from sixty archives, in seven countries on four continents.  The enterprise will involve the transcription, translation (when necessary) and edition of over two million words and their publication in five volumes by the Irish Manuscripts Commission.  

The letters date from approximately 1820-78. The position, which will be based in St Patrick’s College, will last one year starting in early 2009 and the successful candidate will work in collaboration with, and report to, Dr Dáire Keogh the Principal Investigator of the project.  The other members of the research team are Dr Anne O’Connor (Italian Department, NUIG) and Professor Colin Barr, Ave Maria University, Florida. 

This is a full-time position. The researcher's duties will include archival research in Dublin, but the principal task will be the transcription and the preparation of manuscript material for edition. The project will host an international conference on Cardinal Cullen, to be held in St Patrick's College in September 2009.  The researcher may be asked to assist with the administration of this event. The successful candidate will be expected to be highly motivated, to have completed their doctorate in history and have excellent administrative skills.

Salary: €31,745

Closing date for receipt of letters of application and curriculum vitae:

1200, noon on Friday, 30th January, 2009.

            St Patrick’s College is an equal opportunities employer
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